
                                           St. Padre Pio Press 
                        April, 2023 

April Meeting 

 Our April meeting will take place on the 

first Sunday of April, which is April 2nd.  We will 

meet at St. Christopher at 11:00 AM.  The topic 

will cover Chapter 4:  “Christ Became a Sinner?”  

Please join us.  The change in date is due to the 

fact that Easter is on the second Sunday this 

year.   

Council Meeting 

 The council will meet at Jane’s home on 

Friday evening, March 31st at 6:30 PM.   

Change of Date for May Meeting 

 Just a note to remind you all that due to 

Mother’s Day, which is on the second Sunday of 

the month, we will meet on the first Sunday of 

May.  We will meet at St. Christopher, at 11:00 

AM on May 7th.   

Letter to My Brothers and Sisters 

 
Hello Brothers and Sisters! 

 Easter is upon us.  Lent is about 

finished, and we will be celebrating Easter, our 

Salvation Day.  The mercy of God is astounding 

and never ending.  For us to be called Jesus’ 

brothers and sister seems God’s mercy is 

beyond so unbelievably merciful and kind.  Let 

us take a minute and look at Divine Mercy 

Sunday.  Also, the Divine Mercy Novena starts 

on Good Friday and Goes until Mercy Sunday.  

this year, it starts on April 7th till April 16th. 

 Divine Mercy Sunday, (April 16th) is 

extremely important.  Why is this?  It completes 

the Easter Octave.  With the completion of this 

Octave, God gives us an extraordinary gift by 

giving us an extraordinary grace. (Jesus is the 

Groom and we are His bride.  We become one; 

Jesus enters into us through our reception of 

Holy Communion.) We all know that our sins 

are forgiven in Confession, but the stain of 

punishment (temporal punishment) remains.  

An example, if you broke someone else’s 

window, you could go and apologize for 

breaking the window, but you would still have 

to pay to replace the window.  Temporal 

punishment is like paying for the window, but 

now we have to pay to replace the window.  

Temporal punishment is like paying to replace 

the window.  This extraordinary grace come on 

Mercy Sunday if we to the following: 1) Go to 

confession prior to or on Mercy Sunday.  2) 

Receive Holy Communion.  If we do this, we 

shall have complete forgiveness of sin and 

punishment due to sin. 

 Fr. Chris Alar, a Marian priest, said we 

should also after communion say this prayer: 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, have 

mercy on me, a poor sinner.  Jesus, you 

promised St. Faustina that the soul who has 

been to confession (I have), and the soul who 

receives Holy Communion (I just did) will receive 

the complete forgiveness of all sin and 

punishment.  Please give me this grace. 

So, brothers and sisters, I know some or maybe 

all of you have known this, but it is a reminder 

of the importance of this tremendous gift God is 

giving us to help us to go directly to Heaven, our 

true home.  Happy Easter, and have a blessed 

Mercy Sunday. 

 

Your servant leader,  

 

Denise 

 

A thought to remember: 

Many people say that all they can do is pray.  

Please remember that prayer is not the least 

you can do, but is the most you can do.  ed.
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              Saints’ Corner 

              St. Bernadette Soubirous 

                            
 Bernadette Soubirous was born in 1844.  

She was the child of a very poor miller in the 

town of Lourdes.  The family was living in the 

basement of a rundown building when the 

Blessed Virgin appeared to Bernadette in a cave 

above the banks of the Gave River near 

Lourdes.   She was 14 years old at the time.  She 

was known as a virtuous girl, but a poor student 

who had not yet made her first communion.  

She suffered from asthma from a very young 

age. 

 There were 18 appearances in all.  The 

final one occurred on July 16th on the feast day 

of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel.  Many people were 

skeptical of her reports of her daily visions, but 

large crowds of the curious came to the cave.  

The Lady had instructed Bernadette to have a 

chapel built on the spot where people were to 

come to wash in and drink the water of the 

spring.   

 Bernadette described the Lady as a girl 

of 16 or 17 years dressed in a white robe with a 

blue sash.  Her feet were covered in yellow 

roses, and she had a large rosary on her right 

arm.  On March 25th, she told Bernadette, “I am 

the Immaculate Conception.”  Bernadette did 

not realize who the lady was until the words 

were explained to her.   

 Few visions have ever undergone the 

scrutiny that these appearances of Mary were 

subjected to.  Lourdes became one of the most 

popular Marian shrines in the world.  Miracles 

were reported at the shrine and in the waters of 

the spring.  Authenticity of the apparitions was 

confirmed in 1862. 

 Bernadette suffered greatly during her 

life.  The public and civil officials would not 

leave her alone.  Finally, she was protected in a 

convent of nuns.  Five years later, she 

petitioned to enter the Sisters of Notre Dame of 

Nevers.  After a time of illness, she made the 

trip to enter the novitiate.  Within four months 

of her arrival, she was given last rites of the 

Church and was allowed to profess her vows.  

She recovered enough to become the 

infirmarian and then sacristan.  Still her health 

problems continued.  She died on April 16, 1879 

at the age of 35.  She was canonized in 1933. 

 

Calendar of Saints 

3    St. Benedict the Black 

16    St. Bernadette Soubirous 

17    St. Benedict Joseph Labre 

21    St. Conrad of Parzham 

23    Bl. Giles of Assisi 

24    St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen 

28    Bl. Luchesius 

Please Pray 

 
Julie Bash-health 

Jane Wurzel-health 

Edison Marshall-health 

Joe Leslie-health 

Bill Richards-health 

Mary Harr-healing from cancer 

Nelda Brooks-Dixie’s aunt, repose of soul 

Isaiah, age 20, repose of soul 

The people of the Ukraine 

End to war 

End to abortion 

Bill and Judith Mussatto-continued health 

The people suffering from the storms 
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April Birthdays 

 
4/6  Gilbert Ortiz 

4/13  Jannette Laulainen 

 

April Anniversaries of Profession 

 
4/2/22  Jannette Laulainen 

4/10/05 Denise Leslie 

4/19/09 Rocky Burge 

 

 

 


