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January 2015

DEDICATATED TO MOTHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
AND MOTHER TO US ALL, BLESSED MARY EVER VIRGIN

Gracious God,
We joyfully proclaim the Virgin Mary
to be the Mother of your Son and the Mother of the church.
Grant unfailing health of mind and body to all your
faithful people who turn to her for protection.
May all who honor the glorious memory of the Blessed Virgin Mary
come to share in the fullness of your grace.
May we experience the power of her prayers, for through her we have
Received the author of life, your Son, lives and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.
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January meeting
Our council meeting will Saturday January 3rd 10:00 @ Adriana’s house. Our regular meeting will be
Sunday January 28, 2015 St Martin de Porres Rm @ 12:30 PM, initial formation at 10:30 same room

Saint’s Calendar January
5 Bl Didacus Joseph of Cadiz *

7 Bl Angela of Foligno

12 Bl Bernard of Corleone

14 Bl Odoric Matiussi of Pordenone

16 St Berard and Companions

24 St Francis de Sales

27 St Angela Merici

30 St Hyacintha Mariscotti

31 St John Bosco

St Francis de Sales
1567 – 1622
From a prominent noble family of Savoy, St Francis de Sales was born in 1567 at the Chateau de Sales,
near Annecy, became its most illustrious member. His father had the title to the Signory of Nouvelles by
inheritance and that of Boisy by marriage. At baptism, St Francis de Sales received St Francis of Assisi
together with St Bonaventure as his patron saints; and after he was appointed coadjutor bishop of
Geneva, he had himself enrolled in the Archconfraternity of the Cord of St Francis. He was not a
Franciscan Tertiary, but a member of the Third Order of the Minis, founded by St Francis de Paul,
however, he accepted affiliation to the First Order of St Francis from the Capuchins in 1617; and his spirit
undoubtedly has a close kinship with that of the Seraphic Sanit. He once told the Capuchins that he
belonged to the Franciscan Order by special ties; and in 1609, the holy bishop, girded with the cord,
preached a beautiful sermon and took part in the traditional procession of the Archconfraternity. The
Portiuncula Chapel at Assisi was especially dear to him because of the great spiritual favors he received
there. At Evian on the south shore of Lake Geneva, St Francis of Assisi appeared to him and said: “You
desire martyrdom, just as I once longed for it. But, like me, you will not obtain it. You will have to
become an instrument of your won martyrdom.”
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From early youth, St Francis de Sales had a great desire to devote himself entirely to the service of God,
although his father had other plans for him. With the pious Abbe Deage as his tutor, Francis was a
student at the University of Paris for his 14th to his 20th year; and after studying jurisprudence at the
University of Padua for 4 more years, he was awarded the degree of Doctor of Law. In 1593 he finally
obtained the consent of his father to enter the sacred ministry; and since he had devoted much time to
the study of theology during his student years, he was ordained a priest 6 months later.

Not long afterwards he volunteered for the difficult and dangerous task of leading the people of the
province of Chablais back to the fold of the Church. Several times he miraculously escaped death at the
hands of assassins. But he persevered in his heroic and patient efforts, and after 4 years succeeded in
converting a large number of Calvinists. In 1599 he was appointed coadjutor to his bishop; and in 1602
he became bishop of Geneva, a position which he filled in an exemplary manner for 20 years. St Francis
de Sales has rightly been styed “the Gentleman Saint” because of his wonderful patience and gentleness.
He always tempered his unflagging zeal by impertuable meeknesss and kindness. He is a model for
every priest and bishop. Though a learned man, he insisted on simple catechizing and preaching and he
set the example. The people came in crowds to hear him preach, not only in Savoy, but also in various
cities or France. He began his writing career as a missionary to the Calvinists, by preparing leaflets
explaining the principle doctrines of the Church as opposed to the errors of Calvinists. His best known
works are; Philothea, or Introduction to a Devout Life and Theotimus, a treatise on the love of God. At
Dijon, in 1604, he became acquainted with St Jane de Chantal, for whom and through whom he founded
the nursing/teaching order known as Visitation Nuns. He died at Lyons on December 28, 1622, was
beatified in 1661, canonized in 1665, and declared a Doctor of the Church in 1877. He is the special
patron of Catholic journalists and the Catholic press.
ON BEING ACHRISTIAN GENTLEMAN
1. A Christian gentleman is one who practices the supernatural virtues of kindness, meekness, and
charity, in thought, in word, and in deed, at all times and under all circumstances. St Francis de
Sales, who was a model in this respect, describes the Christian gentleman in these words: “The
man who possesses Christian meekness is affectionate and tender towards everyone. He is
disposed to forgive ad excuse the frailties of others. The goodness of his heart appears in a
sweet affability that influences his words and actions, and presents every object to his view in
the most charitable and pleasing light. He never allows himself to use a harsh phrase, much less
any language that is haughty or rude. There is always a gentle serenity in his expression which
distinguishes him from those violent characters who, with looks full of fury, only know how to
say no, or who, when they grant, do it with so bad a grace, that they lose all the merit of the
favor they confer.” The world too has its gentlemen who know how to control themselves and
to put on an exterior mask of meekness for the sake of material gain or advancement; but theirs
is merely a sham meekness which hides their real thoughts and intentions. They are not
Christian gentlemen.
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2. A Christian gentleman remains kind and meek even when he is unreasonably harassed and
provoked. St Francis de Sales was often tried in this way when the crowds came to him for help
in their various needs, scarcely allowing him a moment to breath: but he always remained
affable, and that encouraged them to come all the ore. “God,” says he, “makes use of such
occasions to try whether our souls are sufficiently strengthened to bear every attack. I have
myself been sometimes in this difficulty; but I made a covenant with my heart and with my
tongue, in order to confine them within the bounds of duty…The most powerful remedy against
sudden movements of impatience is a sweet and amiable silence. If one speaks at all, however,
little, self-love will have a share in it, and some word will escape that will sour the heart, and
disturb its peace, for a long time. When nothing is said, and cheerfulness is preserved, the storm
subsides, anger and indiscretion are put to fight, and the only thing left is a joy, pure and
lasting.”
3. The Christian gentleman is kind and loving also towards sinners. When some criticized St Francis
de Sales for being too indulgent toward sinners he replied: “If there were anything more
excellent than meekness, God would certainly have taught it to us; and yet there is nothing to
which He so earnestly exhorts all, as to me meek and humble of heart. Why would you hinder
me from obeying the command of my Lord, and following Him in the exercise of that virtue
which He so eminently practiced and so highly esteems? Can we really be better advised I these
matters than God Himself?” He justified the tender welcome which he extended to returning
apostates by observing: “Are they not a part of my flock? Has not our blessed Lord shed his
blood for them, and shall I refuse them my tears? These wolves will be changed into lambs: a
day will come when, cleansed from their sins, they will be more precious in the sight of God that
we are. If Saul had been cast off, we should never have had a St Paul.” Of St Francis de Sales
another saint St Vincent de Paul, said: “Going over his words in my mind, I have been filled with
such admiration that I am moved to see in him the man who of all others, has most faithfully
reproduced the love of the Son of God on earth.”
PRAY FOR THE CHURCH
O God, by whose gracious will Blessed Francis, Thy confessor and bishop, become all things unto all men
for the saving of their souls; mercifully grant, that, being filled with the sweetness of Thy love, we may,
through the guidance of his counsels and by the aid of his merits, attain unto the joys of life eternal.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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As the Magi followed the Star
Let us follow our Lord and Savior
Love, Peace, Joy and Happiness
In the New Year
Amen

Treasure’s Report
Balance as of 8-28-14

$879.49

Income (f)

10-01-14

320.15

Income (f/f)

10-15-14

226.00

Expense (s)

10-25-14

100.00

Income (f/d)

10-30-14

78.66

Expense ©

10-30-14

49.80

Total as of

10-30-14

1354.50

Charity Jar

(136.00)
1218.50

Money collected, however not deposited, nor withdrawn, treasurer’s report to be updated
February 2015 for sure.
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Happenings at St Lawrence Brindisi
Nothing to report except, School, CCD, Confirmation, RCIA, RICA all back to regular schedule on
Monday January 5th.
For your information as announced at our December gathering, the House of John Paull 11 is
going to begin a face lift/remodel this year, part of the remodel will included a much needed
large conference room. When this begins, we have been asked to forfeit the San Martin
room for the RICA classes, we will be using the smaller Martin Luther King Room, we are
Franciscans and flexible so we will make due until the completion of the House of John Paul. I
ask for your assistance and cooperation in this matter, and I will inform you of the month
when we will start having our initial formation and gatherings in the MLK RM
Please Pray for:

Maria Baldwin

Fr James Cleary

Bill Caplinger

Ruben Lopez

Donna Miller

Sylvia Murrillo

Mary Ann Reis

George Sandoval

Estelle Ware

Kevin Thompson

All Our Military
For all who met Sister Death in Nov/Dec
May they Rest in Peace
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To all our brothers & sister in all fraternities celebrating January Birthdays

Council Contacts
Minister

310-831-5620

Teresa Kumor
kumor@sbcglobal.net
Vice-Minister

323-490-6814Cell

Lisa Hernandez
Lisapetra27@gmail.com
Formation Director

310-670-3108

George Sandoval
Uyoyo@sbcglobal.net
Secretary

310-938-4137

Dianne Mensah
Adwoa90505@gmail.com
Treasure/Editor/Database

323-394-1996

Adriana Lopez
adriana2242@att.net
Councilor

323-679-3908

Antonia Figueroa
Antoniafigueroa@ymail.com
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MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST AND FRANCIS

Adriana Y. Lopez
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