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Many people mistake knowledge for wisdom because they are intimately related, 

and this is unfortunate because they are quite different in an important way. 

Knowledge is the accumulation of facts and information. Wisdom is the synthesis 

of knowledge and experiences into insights that deepen one’s understanding of 

relationships and the meaning of life. In other words, knowledge is a tool, and 

wisdom is the craft in which the tool is used.

If one understands this difference, he or she will also appreciate why it is 

vital to properly distinguish between the two. With the Internet, it is now 

relatively easy for a reasonably diligent person to quickly become knowledgeable 

in virtually any field of his or her choosing. We are literally awash in a sea 

of information! But having a hammer and knowing how to use it are two entirely 

different propositions. A hammer is amoral. Whether it is used for good or ill 

depends entirely on the wielder. Sadly, history is a lengthy record of the harms 

wrought by knowledgeable, well-meaning people who lacked wisdom.
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In contrast to knowledge, wisdom is generally considered to be morally good. Why 

is this the case? Albert Einstein once said, ‘Wisdom is not a product of 

schooling but of the lifelong attempt to acquire it.’ Such a process is lengthy 

and arduous, which teaches the pursuer patience and humility. Seldom is a person 

unchanged by such a trial. When one finally uncovers a connection or insight 

that he or she believes to be universally applicable ‘truth,’ it often inspires 

awe akin to a spiritual experience. 

‘Knowledge comes, but wisdom lingers,’ wrote Alfred, Lord Tennyson. Truths stay 

with a person for the rest of his or her life, coloring all subsequent thoughts 

and actions. Wisdom requires no law or threat of punishment to ensure 

compliance. The practitioner typically feels a strong compulsion to obey his or 

her own beliefs. The wise can still fall prey to indiscretions and questionable 

moral behavior–being flesh and blood like us all–however, if one tracks such 

statistics, the odds of such failings are likely to be very small compared to 

the general populace. 

Society esteems the wise for their virtuosity and for their rarity. Subject 

matter experts number in the thousands, but the wise may only number in the tens 

or hundreds. And history records their names and achievements for posterity’s 

sake. 
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Knowledge is directed towards a specific, concrete phenomena or entity. Or, to put it shortly, one who has knowledge understands specific thing, entity or phenomena.

Wisdom is, on the other hand, is directed towards a universal underlying principle which governs specific entities and phenomena which requires abstraction from specifics. One who has wisdom understands an abstract principle by which specific things, entities and phenomena are governed. And it really makes sense to me, since philosophy is "Love of Wisdom" we all in one way or another are gaining understanding of general principles in order to comprehend things from outside world objectively and adequately.

Wisdom is always wisdom. It is always TRUE and REAL. Wisdom NEVER undergoes 

mutation. Knowledge is always unreal and untrue. Knowledge constantly undergoes mutation, sometimes for the better, sometimes for the worse. There have been several occasions when knowledge of decades' standing was rejected outright as it could not withstand ravages of time.
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Knowledge is a noun that refers to the information, understanding and skills that you gain through education or experience. It refers to the hard facts and the data that can be available to anyone if he has the right resources. For example, you can have practical, medical or scientific knowledge. You can also say that someone has a wide knowledge of, for example, the taxation system.

Wisdom, on the other hand, is a noun that refers to the ability to make sensible decisions and give good advice because of the experience and knowledge that you have. Someone may have all the knowledge about a subject but may not have the wisdom to utilize this knowledge properly to be able to act in a sensible manner! That is why they say you can gain knowledge by educating yourself but you can gain wisdom only by experience.
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Knowledge also refers to the state of knowing about a particular fact or situation. For example, she sent the letter without my knowledge or the film was made with the King’s full knowledge and approval. Knowledge can also be used as an idiom . For example, something can be common or public knowledge implying that everyone in a particular group or community knows about it. For example, you can say someone’s dishonesty was common knowledge in the club.

Wisdom can also be used as referring to the sensibility of doing something. For example, you can say I question the wisdom of giving a child so much money. Wisdom also refers to the knowledge that a society or culture has gained over a long period of time. For example, the wisdom of the Native American people.

Knowledge is gathered from learning and education while most say that wisdom is gathered from day to day experiences and is a state of being wise. Knowledge is merely having clarity of facts and truths while wisdom is the practical ability to make consistently good decisions in life.

Knowledge is information of which someone is aware. Knowledge is also used to mean the confident understanding of a subject, potentially with the ability to use it for a specific purpose.
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Wisdom is the ability to make correct judgments and decisions. It is an intangible quality gained through experience.

Knowledge is defined as acquaintance with facts, truths, or principles, as from study or investigation.

Wisdom is defined as the quality or state of being wise; knowledge of what is true or right coupled with just judgment as to action; discernment, or insight, wise sayings, or wise acts.

Knowledge is the awareness of the right facts and figures and applying it for use 

in everyday life. It may or may not be the right use. For example, dropping of 

the atomic bombs on Japan during World War II was an application of knowledge.

Wisdom is the understanding of facts couple with common sense and good judgment. The word has positive connotations which means it is used only for the right cause or effect.
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Knowledge leads to arguments.
Wisdom leads to settlements.
A Knowledgeable person freely distributes unsolicited advice.
A Wise person keeps his counsel.

Proverbs 19:20

Listen to council and receive instruction, that you may eventually become wise.

A Knowledgeable person puts others in his own shoes and offers them advice for their problems.
A Wise person puts himself in others shoes and offers them solutions to their problems.
Knowledge is questioning and analyzing.
Wisdom is understanding and using.

James 3:13

Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show his works by a good life in the humility that comes from wisdom.
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Knowledge is doubting and distrust.
Wisdom is knowing and trust.
Knowledge is holding on.

Wisdom is letting go.

James 1:5

But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously and ungrudgingly, and he will be given it. 

A Knowledgeable person cannot understand why people cannot be like him.
A Wise person knows and understands everybody is different.

A Knowledgeable person lives by making judgments of others.
A Wise person lives by making adjustments with others.

A Knowledgeable person hears.
A Wise person listens and understands.

Proverbs 12:15

The way of a fool seems right in his own eyes, but he who listens and understands is wise.
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A Knowledgeable person is a good speaker, they are eloquent.
A Wise person is a good listener, they are silent.

A Knowledgeable person speaks before they think.
A Wise person thinks before they speak.

Proverbs 16:23

The mind of a wise man makes him eloquent, and augments the persuasiveness of his lips.
Knowledge leads to animosity.
Wisdom leads to equanimity.

A Knowledgeable person gives advice to people in the language they know.
A Wise person offers advice to people in the language they understand.

Luke 21:15

For I myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking that all your adversaries will be 

powerless to resist or refute.
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A Knowledgeable person can be cunning and deceptive.
          A Wise person is winning and receptive.

A Knowledgeable person is vain. They believe in their own superiority.
 A Wise person is plain. They are all humility.

     A Knowledgeable person is in pursuit of knowledge, they get tired.
         A Wise person is in search of truth, they are inspired.
A Knowledgeable person thinks they know.
A Wise person knows they think.

Knowledge is holding on.

Wisdom is letting go.

Proverbs 8:11

For wisdom is better than jewels, and no choice possession can compare 

with her. 
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What is Wisdom within Theology?

Theology – more properly the Sacred Doctrine of the Catholic Church – is not a power-based system valuing function over all else. Sacred Doctrine is the Queen of the Sciences, she is the highest principled science that governs all others.

The highest cause, the Uncaused Cause, the cause the universe and its order, is God. Theology is the architectonic study that is most properly wisdom, because the “knowledge of divine things” sheds light on the appropriate order of all other things. Now, let us be clear. God is not only known through his self-revelation in Jesus Christ and in Scripture, but also in the imprint of the Creator upon Creation. Hence, the Catholic Church finds herself guarding and elucidating both Sacred Scripture and Nature. Certain truths, like the Trinity or the Incarnation of Jesus Christ had to be revealed to us, because they are above human wisdom. Other truths, such as the natural virtues, were discernable by human reason. These revealed and discerned truths are guaranteed by Christ and His Church and compose the Sacred Doctrine that orders all things and is rightly called the Queen of the Sciences.
