PRESENTATION #1 at REGIONAL WORKSHOP FOR THE FUN MANUAL - FORMATION

[Margie:  I’m starting with slide #10.  The 1st 9 are, I think, pretty self-explanatory and you can say whatever needs to be said about the FUN Manual there, keeping in mind that Bob is going to go into detail about using it.]

10.  
Jesus asked his disciples who people thought he was, and they gave various prophets’ names.  Then he asked them:  “But you, who do you say I am?”  It was a very personal question to each one of them and it required a personal answer from each of them.  It’s the same question he asks us, and for us, too, it requires a personal answer.   Our international formation director (Benedetto Lino, OFS) says that before we can start on any topics in initial formation, it is the job of the formators to help lead the candidates (small “c”) to establish a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, if they haven’t already done that.  It is not enough to have “learned” what we are supposed to know about Him.  Christian formation must provide for every person the most adequate conditions to open one’s soul to Christ and to concretely meet Crist.
11.
What is involved in formation after this?  It consists in taking and giving the form of Christ, the perfect Man, according to the project God has for each one of us:  His vocation for us.   We cannot be “comfortable” in our little cocoons - called our local fraternity.  We are not only part of a Region, but we are part of a world-wide Order, and part of allowing God to complete His project in us is for us to acquire a sense of belonging to that world-wide Order.  Once that is part of our being, it will reinforce the living out of our vocation within our local fraternity.
12.  Franciscan formation is to give the form of Christ, according to the vocation by which God has called us, where Francis is the model of how we should follow Jesus.  The first element in the vocational process of St. Francis, is the personal experience of his relationship with Jesus Christ, as relationship which is characterized by 3 things:  radicality, totality and permanence.
13.  The Lord granted Francis his vocation, and led him first among the lepers.  It is a reality that God is always the first who acts, not us.  He guides us to familiarize ourselves with the Holy Spirit and Its activity.  The art of formators is to lead, by accompanying them, the brothers and the sisters to the encounter where He who takes the initiative and brings the work to completion is the Spirit of the Lord.  Formators must help those being formed to withdraw from their selves and let Him reshape and remold them.  
14.  The Franciscan formation journey begins from the contemplation of the mystery of the Holy Trinity, which is a reality of communion and total gift of self, and from the contemplation of the humility of the Incarnation of the Son of God who did not withhold anything for Himself, but instead offered Himself totally for the sake of Love.  The starting point for the following of Christ must always begin from contemplation, from which will come the vibrant excitement and the emotion to stand before the mystery of such a wonderful condescendence, to the point of giving themselves up and to adhere totally to the Lord.
15.  The starting point of the formation process is to experience the gift of the call:  to be introduced into God’s project, we need to be called.  Francis did not start his own project nor dedicate himself to fulfill some personal goal.  Rather, he put himself to the service of God’s own work.  Thus, the grace of obedience is the first sign to verify the authenticity of the call.  The obedience in letting the Lord lead us is a sign of vocation, of an authentic call.
16.  The cornerstones of the Franciscan formation consists of 3 pillars.  The 1st pillar is the primacy of the encounter with Christ, to the point of having the mind of Christ, as St. Paul speaks of in 1st Corinthians.  The 2nd pillar is the absolutely central place of the Word of God and of Eucharist, heard and celebrated with true Church spirit.  The 3rd and 4th pillars are the preference for the poor and the priority given to the brothers and sisters.  The Franciscan formation must favor frequent and prolonged periods of time to be with the Lord, to see, contemplate and learn with Him to burn in the fire of love, which is the foundation of fraternity and the source of being able to live as servants and minors, subject to all.
17.  And why do we spend all the time in formation?  It is to prepare us to make a lifetime commitment to following Jesus in the manner of Francis, to giving our entire lives over to Him and living His Gospel.  It is to begin in us a total transformation from selfish beings concerned only with the eternal “I” into a true servant of Jesus Christ.  It is to help us see our lifetime mission as set forth in Matthew 18:18-20.  That mission is the same mission given to the apostles, the disciples, to Francis and his followers and to us.
18.  Read the Gospel passage.
